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Presenter
Presentation Notes
NameTitle* So grateful for the opportunity to learn and network with committed educators from all across California
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Our 
Mission
The Education Trust–West 
is a nonprofit educational 
equity organization focused 
on educational justice and 
closing achievement and 
opportunity gaps through 
research, data, policy 
analysis, and advocacy.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our mission is here on the screen…Committed to brown, black, and low-income students….low-income black and brown students..* hall of congress…hall in our capitol..EDUCATION EQUITY & CIVIL RIGHTS ORGMENTION EDTRUST NETWORKETW’s Mission�ETW works for the high academic achievement of all students at all levels, pre-k through college.  We expose opportunity and achievement gaps that separate students of color and low-income students from other youth, and we identify and advocate for the strategies that will forever close those gaps.  ETW’s Vision for Higher EducationETW’s vision for California is that higher education is accessible, affordable, and an equitable pathway for all students of color and low-income students. Local, state, and institutional leaders must also be committed to and held accountable specifically for the success of these students. We believe equity gaps must be closed within this generation. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Chris background slide (animations are each on click)Brawley: one of highest poverty area in California,  --- so much of our experience was defined by poverty but also…Growing up in that context and then experiencing higher ed really shaped how I think about things like poverty, equity, hard work, merit, equality, and elitismSome of the hardest working people I know work in fields every day and won’t experience the privledges we all do even sitting in this roomCollege affordability story? As we heard yesterday from the young people on the panel. Povery doesn’t end once college starts. First night at UCSB..I wouldn’t have survived being at UCSB without a Pell/Cal Grant..and certaintly wouldn’t have had the opportunity to go to CSULB ..where I met two phenomenal women of color faculty members (Dr. Anna Ortiz and Dr. Dawn Person)….or UmichI don’t want young people/our babies to feel lucky to have those opporutnities like I did..



Presenter
Presentation Notes
More on why Chris does this work, connection to poverty, communityI do this work because as a poor, black, male at the UC is a unique experienceBut that experience shouldn’t be unique and I’m always trying to figure out ways to make my experience less unique at the UC.I do this work because I feel lucky but know I shouldn’t feel that way and I want to give back and make a difference.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
I also do this work because I sit in too many rooms like this one. Who recognizes this photo?This is a photo that went viral almost two years ago to the day today… of a meeting about a healthcare bill with serious implications for women’s access to reproductive health care. With not a single woman pictured, not a single woman sitting around the table. The more I worked in policy spaces the more I noticed a similar trend – I was and still am often one of very few POC, at times the only Black person or Black man in these spacesIt makes me realize more & more…that We need more of the people AFFECTED by policies in the room creating them. We need systems/structures/policies – including financial aid systems – that disrupt so that rooms in the future like this are diverse. We need more low-income people of color in spaces making policy decisions in higher education and K12 school systems.



In order to see where 
we are going, we not 
only must remember 
where we have been, 

but we must 
understand where 

we have been. 

-Ella Baker

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transition here to talking about the importance of student activism and the importance of knowing and understanding where we’ve been – both from the perspective of how we got here in terms of policy and recognizing and honoring student activism. Ella Baker went back to Shaw in 1960, where she graduated from years before, to help students organize SNCCElla Baker: Influence Black women who influenced so much of the Civil Rights movement and organizingStudent Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC): It emerged from the first wave of student sit-ins and formed at a May 1960 meeting organized by Ella Baker at Shaw University.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
SNCC lunch counter Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC): 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
CAL protest/support for DACA



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sit in at Howard University an HBCU in DC fighting for more student-centered policies….and the WON. https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/04/06/600401378/9-day-student-protest-at-howard-university-ends-with-a-deal 



We’ve seen some 
progress in higher ed…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And because I’m inspired by those students… we’ve seen some progress on our journey for ed equity.Some good news…
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ed Trust dataMore americans…including Americans of color



Student 
Centered 
Funding 
Formula

CA Dream 
Act

UC system  
upward 

mobility for 
low-income 

students

Policy Wins

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Policy winsUndocumented/Dreamer Progress: In California, (unlike most states), undoc students get in-state tuition and can apply for financial aid. That’s progressStudent Centered Funding Formula: Recognizes that institutions serving more marginazlied students and who perform better should get more resources from the states.UC mobility: First gen graduates surpass their parents income a decade after graduating. That’s GOOD news.



Despite these positives, 
we have work to do…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But despite that progress…we still have work to do..And when you look at “progressive” California through an equity lens…a framework that’s committed to leveling the playing field/dismantling systems…I often wonder how do we make sense of our claim to have the “best” / most elite system of higher ed…and here’s why
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can/should a system be elite with these sort of gaps?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Is this elite?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can/should a system be elite that doesn’t reflect the people of the state?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can/should a system be elite with these sort of gaps?



New TICAS 
report shows
debt disparities

UC Berkeley 
Average Grad Debt 
= $18,200

UC Riverside Average 
Grad Debt 
= $21,100

www.TICAS.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can/should a system be considered elite that leaves certain students with more debt than others?Can/should a system be considered elite that concentrates more debt where more students of color are concentrated?



New TICAS 
report shows
debt disparities

www.TICAS.org

2 out of every 3 Black and Latinx students graduate from CA’s public 
universities with debt

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Is this elite?



So why is this?... 

Let’s look at the choices our state and 

our systems make…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And let’s think about how these gaps exist...even at an “elite” systemChoices that adults make…for our/about children



Not enough 
student supports 
in high school or 

college

Cost of college 

Inadequate 
funding

Confusing and 
complicated 
financial aid 

process

Issues with access 
to college prep 

courses

Lack of a data 
system to identify 

and learn from 
successful 
campusesStudents being discouraged 

from taking college prep 
courses

No incentive for 
campuses to close 

gaps

Food and housing 
insecurity

History of racist 
and classist 

policies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We see the disparities in outcomes - and the question then is why? Why do we see these outcomes? Well like those of us in the room know, the path to college takes hard work – but even with hard work there are a number of barriers. (ANIMATED SLIDE, starts talking about barriers). We also know there are often more hidden barriers… (Animated slide reveals roots of the tree. Talk about we need to address the limbs of barriers we can see, but also (REF ELLA BAKER QUOTE AGAIN), we need to understand how we got here. 
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Since 1980 California has built…

22 Prisons
4 Public 

Universities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have to think about a school-to-prison pipeline that sucks talent out of society. And sucks up funding that could go to education..The 4 = UC Merced, CSU Channel Islands, CSU Monterey Bay, CSU San Marcos



Choices about which courses to offer to certain students
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We make choices about which kids get access to a-g courses…the very courses you need to gain access to the UC



159,266
Low-income students graduated high 

school in CA last year 

without their A-G courses fulfilled

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Number comes up first – ask folks to guess – what is this number? Then on click, animation shows what it is, CONNECT to previous slide on lack of access. These outcomes are a result of the choices NOT of student ability. 
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In 2018, only 54% of California’s 
graduating seniors completed 
the FAFSA or CA Dream Act.4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And here are more choices..we make choices that accept/allow only 54%...
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WHERE CALIFORNIA RANKS IN THE NATION FOR FAFSA COMPLETION
% state seniors completing a FAFSA for the 2018 application cycle4

National Average

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Deicisons we make…that allow Ny, IL, LA, NJ,
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Why this is an 
equity issue?
High schools with high 
concentrations of low-income 
students and students of color 
have some of the lowest 
financial aid application 
rates in the state.4

School
Student 
Enrollment

% FAFSA / CADAA 
completers % Free / Reduced 

% Students 
of Color

Stockton High 215 10.76% 77.21% 87.91%

Fairfield High 1,504 26.19% 73.67% 68.48%

California City High 553 27.21% 76.49% 74.32%

Granite Hills High 1,453 29.25% 70.13% 63.66%

Rosamond High 
Early College Campus

827 30.21% 69.89% 66.14%

Vallejo High 1,700 30.77% 72.06% 77.24%

Elsie Allen High 1,032 31.27% 66.18% 80.52%

Palo Verde High 870 31.29% 63.45% 70.57%

Stagg Senior High 1,714 34.17% 75.26% 77.07%

Susan Miller Dorsey High 972 35.93% 74.28% 97.94%

Notes: List is limited to traditional public,non-charter, high schools with enrollment greater than 
100, above state average % free/reduced lunch recipients, and above state average % student of 
color enrollment. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Abysmal rates of fin aid apps completion…and we’ve heard aid app completion is just one component of a college-going culture but it’s an important one



“Colorblind racism is the 
new racial music most 

people dance to, the ‘new 
racism’ is subtle, 

institutionalized and 
seemingly nonracial.”

- Dr. Eduardo Bonilla Silva

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A racialized experience…even in a progressive state like CA…we cannot allow students to be lucky (like me…to fall through the cracks)…we need structures with accountability…why ETW even exist…And specifically why expanding fin aid awareness and access and a ciritical part of our strategy for 8 or so yearsAnd also why we believe the state needs a statewide strategy (call to action)
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What is the All 
In For 

Financial Aid 
campaign?

The #Allin4FinancialAid
campaign is a call for California

to come together around the 
importance of financial aid to 

increase college access, enrollment, 
and success.

Passing Assembly Bill 1617 (Reyes) is a statewide 
policy solution to ensure that every student has the 

opportunity to apply for financial aid is our biggest lever.

If you believe that no student should be denied the 
opportunity to go to college because they 

were never told about their financial 
aid options then you can be—All In!

Learn more by going to:
edtrustwest.org/Allin4FinancialAid

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And this is ours..i invite you all to be “All In”Part of that IN THIS MOMENT…Fill out cards..writre legibly. And join us in our commitment ot make sure no young person foregoes college bc they didn’t know their fin aid options..And there are many things that can mean.Tell us a friend/your mama, share on social media, your primos, aunties, etc
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Components of Success

01
Prioritizing 
completion 
through 
policy

02
Collecting 
& monitoring 
appropriate 
data

03
Establishing 
& maintaining 
strong 
partnerships

04
Building 
relationships 
& trust

05
Programming with 
students 
at the center

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ETW commitred to providing advocates with resoures…One thing you can do is adopt or SCALING 1 or more of these strategies.. (reports on chairs)…also built a web tool (FAQS, videos, tutorials, etc)



32

EdTrustWest.org | @EdTrustWest

AB 1617 would 
make completion of 
a financial aid form 
part of the high school 
graduation process.

A statewide policy solution for high schools 
and school districts to ensure that every 
student completes a financial aid 
application before they graduate. 

STUDENTS CAN MEET THE REQUIREMENT BY 
DOING ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

Complete a Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

Complete a California Dream Act Application

Parent or legal guardian submits a opt-out 
form to the high school or school district

The high school or school district may exempt a 
student from submitting a financial aid application

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Supoprt AB 1617..what is it?Also for support…and asking for feedback about what challenges your school might face…We’re commiting to working with the Governor to get addtl resources so that districts can implemenet…Call your legislator..apecially Asm O’Donnael (Long Beach), Asm Jose Medina (IE/Riverside), Louise Reyes, etcConnect with us and we’ll support you
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Why FAFSA / California Dream Act?

Louisiana Texas Illinois

Indiana DC California

STATES THAT HAVE ENACTED A SIMILAR STATE POLICY

STATES THAT HAVE A SIMILAR STATE POLICY THAT IS PENDING6

Presenter
Presentation Notes
No reason these places should have got this done before California…
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What is the All 
In For 

Financial Aid 
campaign?

The #Allin4FinancialAid
campaign is a call for California

to come together around the 
importance of financial aid to 

increase college access, enrollment, 
and success.

Passing Assembly Bill 1617 (Reyes) is a statewide 
policy solution to ensure that every student has the 

opportunity to apply for financial aid is our biggest lever.

If you believe that no student should be denied the 
opportunity to go to college because they 

were never told about their financial 
aid options then you can be—All In!

Learn more by going to:
edtrustwest.org/Allin4FinancialAid



I want to see young people in 
America feel the spirit of the 1960s 
and find a way to get in the way. To 

find a way to get in trouble. 
Good trouble, necessary trouble.

- Rep. John Lewis
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Questions?
#Allin4FinancialAid



Equality ≠ Equity

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Equity means recognizing the historical and systemic disparities in opportunities and outcomesand providing the resources necessary to address those disparities and ultimately dismantling the systemic barriers.For example, that may mean giving certain students financial aid because it’ll help close gaps but also recognizing that means some students won’t get any aid.



Elitism ≠ Equity

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An institutions committed to equity doesn’t…Limit or cap enrollmentUse single/biased tests to drive admissionAllow gaps in outcomes between racial/ethnic groupsSo how can we go about championing equity? How can you use your power as student activist and advocates to champion equity and contribute to the movement for ed equitiy?


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38

